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A 
SERMON 
Preached before the 
King and Queen. 


MarTTHEW Vi. 34. latter part. 


T he morrow ſhall take thought far the things of 
it ſelf; ſufficient unto the day is the evil 


thereof. 


UR Bleſſed Saviour, who knew that in- 
ordinate thoughtfulneſs for the things 
of this Life was a very common and 

great hindrance of our Salvation; in this Chap- 

ter uſerh many and powerful Arguments againſt 
it. He ſhews, ver. 25. That his Diſciples ought 
not to take thought for their Life what they ſhall 
eat, or what they ſhall drink; nor yet for the body 
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what they ſhall put on; becauſe the life is more than 
meat, and the body than rayment : That is, He. 
who bcfore we had knowledge of -wants, gave 
to Man Being, +Senſe and Underſtanding ; & cob 
are-of greater value, and ſhew- more *powet in 
Him, and goodneſs towards Us, will not deny us 
the means of Food and Clothing, which are 
more caſie for him to grant, as He knows they 
are neceflary. for us to obtains Which: we may 
the rather beheve , becauſe He hath taken carc 
(as our Lord teacheth, 26, 27, to the 30h. ) of 
the Fowl of the air, and the Grafs of the field; and 
therefore will ſurely be more mindful - of them 
whom he hath made after this own Image. Chriſt 
1n the 32. v. ſhews how fruitleſs alfo this chought- 
tulneſs will prove, which cannot add - an inch 
to our Stature, or a minute to our Age. . And 


in the 32. v. that the Gentiles, ( They. who have. 


no hope but in this Lite, and who are concern'd 
there ſhould be no other) They place all their 
happineſs 1n- making proviſion for their ſtay 
here: Bar this ſollcitouſneſs 11] becomes them 
who'beheve chey have a Father in Heaven, who 
knows-their wants, and who, it They ſeek, firſt 
the Kingdom of God, and his Righteouſneſs, hath 
aſlured them, that A// theſe things ſhall be added 
unto them. | 
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Since then all Chriftians have a higher object 
of their care, the Eternal ſtate of their Souls: 
of which if they are chiefly mindful, God 1s 1n- 
gagcd to ſupply what their bodies truly require: 
No Chriſtian can juſtly complain that the neceſl- 
tics of his Lite are not ſupplyed, unleſs he have 
firſt practis'd all that which Chriſt commands : 
and if any one hath not-firſt ſought the King- 
dom of. God, he hath not yet a title to this Pro- 
miſe: But there 1s little cauſe to fear any ſuch 
complaints. They that have firſt ſery'd God up- 
rightly, have not wanted leiſure for their juſt 
occaſions, and allo have had a ſpecial blcfling 
on their labours. God!lineſs hath been profitable 
for this life : and as it hath ingaged men more 
conſcientiouſly and (ſteadily to follow their cal- 
lings, ſo it hath produc'd excellent fruits to the 
induſtrious Chriſtian. For the honeſty and fide- 
lity which our Holy Faith teacheth us to ob- 
ſerve, -1n our duty towards man in our reſpective 
profeſſions, as part of our Religion, are virtues 
of ſuch importance that they ſeldom fail ro earn 
more than daily Bread: For 1t as the Goſpel cn- 
joyns,. we arc ſober and temperate; mtck and 
inoffenſive, juſt and charitable; If we are not 
as Eye-lervants in our Callings, but ſervants of 
the Living All-ſceing God; if we poſſeſs our 
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veſſels in Sanctification, and «our Souls in pati- 
ence, waiting for the.coming of our Lord : Can 
we . believe that we ſhall want either Bread, or 
eſteem, -or protection 1n this Life? Are theſe ſo 
cheap Virtues, [that there 1s no.need of them .in 
any Family or Country? Are the oppoſite pra- 
tices of Vice, of Sloth, .of Treachery and In- 
juſtice, ſo valued and ſo truly profitable to Man- 
kind, that they will procure, if univerſally fol- 
lowed, a far ſurer livehhood than the duties 
which .Chriſt enjoyns his followers to obſerve? 
Or doth it appear that Epicures and ſenſual Per- 
ſons, ſuch as have made their belly their God, 
and have valued neither Right, nor Wrong, 
Faith .nor Pronulſe, -Heaven nor Hell, have ( ge- 
nerally :ſpeaking ):been better regarded, and their 
actions and examples been recommended .by Pa- 
rents and Law-givers, rather than 'theirs "who, 
looking for a Lite ro come, have chiefly ſtrove to 
have a Conſcience void of offence towards God 
and towards Man? -God indeed 1s pleaſed to 
ſuffer ſome wicked perſons to proſper. by their 
ſins; but chow few are they 1n reſpect of the vaſt 
numbers of ſuch as laying aſide all care of their 
Souls, abandoning themlclves to voluptuouſneſs 
and idleneſs, to rapine and 1niquity, have fallen 
into poyerty, and comme to milcrable untimely 

Deaths? 
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Deaths? And how: few are they who by Prayer 
recommending their virtuous endeavours to God, 
have not found his Providence a ſufficient Inhe- 


ritance ?. 


Therefore in order to a more ready dependance. 


on; his Promiſe: - As God hath appointed us. an 
uncertain, and it may be a very ſhort ſtay here; 
ſo he hath not made.1it: neceflary. to. have abun- 
dance. . That. we may bethe better ar leiſure for 
his - Worſhip, . and our preparation for Eternity ; 


He hath ſo ordered it, that: our Natures do nort- 


require. ſuch vaſt proviſions, as Covetouſnels, or 
the faſhion of the World provoke, us to ſeek at- 
ter... Therefore Food and Raymchy convenient 
arc to be had of the growth of 

But they who will. fare deliciouſly and: ſumpru- 


ouſly, and becloathed co the heighth of their own : 
or their neighbours Vanity : - They. who. ſet nor - 


their hearts upon what their health requires, but 


what others do or wear; They arepierc'd through 
with many. cares: . They muſt run great: dan-- 
gers, mult, make ſhipwreck of their Conſciences, . 
muſt be ſlaves to other mens Vices, in: order : to ; 
content their own: And after all, find that Lux- - 
ury and Pride, and an Evil Eye, are never. to. be : 
fatisfied. And theſe are the. Men, who : when : 
their expectation 1s not anſwered,' rave. againſt - 


God's 
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God's Providence, and queſtion his Love to Man- 
kind, for not giving what they neither truly 
_— nor He cyer promuſed- to beftow upon 
them. 

Therefore fince the Health -of the Body, and 
the Content of the Mind are beſt promoted, by 
Simplicity of Diet and Moderation in our De- 
fires: And ſince the obſervation: of Chriſt's Pre- 
cepts tends to the advancement of Peace, Cha- 
rity and mutual ſupport of Chriſtians in lawful 
Vocations; juſtly may -our Saviour require all 
who believe in him, after they have done their 
duty, to Take no thought for the morrow. And yet 
after all theſe Motives, he uſcth Two farther Ar- 
guments, 


I. The morrow ſhall take thought for the things 
of it ſelf. 


II. Sufficient for the day is the evil thereof. 


By theſe Two Confiderations our Lord ſtrength- 


ens his Prohibition given 25 and 31 verſes, and ' 


repeated in this-verſe, whereby we are not to un- 


derſtand that we are ro be wholly unconcern'd ' 


for the future, as reſolved Beggars are, or they 
who take upon them the Vow ot Poverty and La- 
zincſs, (the peſts of Commonwealths, and dies 

| thens 


' before the KING and QUEEN. 7 


thens of other Chriſtians.) But we are forbid 
that pining care which neither acquielces 1n any, 
tho' large, proviſion already made, nor in God's 
Providence. Chriſt doth not forbid Induſtry, 
nor laying up any ſtore for another day : ( For 
he himſelt had a bag, though Zudas carried it ) 
But Chriſt forbids that diſtraction and unſatisf- 
able diſtruſt, which never believes there can be 


enough heaped up, nor that there 1s any wiler 


carc than its own employed and watching over 

us. For our Holy Faith requires Chriſtians to 

Work, that they may have wherc- 

with to ſupply themſelves, and give ##%*!- iv: 25: 

to them that need. Ir forbids us not 

to ſowe or reap, or gather into barns ( aS 7. 4 Oper: 

lome vagabond Monks 1n S. Auguſtin's 4% 

time interpreted the 26.ver.) initating 

the Fowles of the Air: But it requires 

us to believe, that having done what lics 1n us, 

we ſhould expect the increaſe from God ; know- 

ing that we /ive mot by bread alone, 

however multiplyed, but by every word 442-1. 4 

that proceedeth out of his mouth : and 

therefore we ought not to be thoughtful for 

the Morrow, otherwiſe than we ſee Servants are 

who work or Maſters whom they have found 

jult and boi.-cifal: They queſtion not their Wages, 
and 
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and arc therefore chearfully induſtrious. Much 
more then ought Chriſtians to baniſh all cark- 
ing, gnawing, deſpairing Fears, ſince they have 
already had ſuch experience of God's goodneſs, 
who hath ſo often filled their hearts with food 
and gladnels. 

This being premis'd, We may conſider, that 
we ought, 


I. To take nothought for the morrow, for the mor- 
row will take thought for the things of it ſelf. 


By the Morrow here our Saviour doth not 
ſtrictly mean the following day, but that time 
to.come in which we may be concern'd. And 
when he ſaith that to Morrow ſhall rake thought 
for the things of it ſelf, He by a figurative cx- 
preſſion ( as 1s obſerv'd ) fuppoſeth the time or 
day to have a perſonal knowledge of what be- 
longs to it : Intimating that as certainly as the 
days come on, and fucceed cach other, regular 
in their varieties, and true to their fix'd lengths 
in their ſeveral ſeaſons: So certainly there ſhall 
appear the ſame general ſteddy care that hath 
hitherto watch'd over the works of the Creation, 
and more eſpecially over the Church of Chriſt : 


ard we can have no more reaſon to doubt of 
| - the 
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the continuance of the ſame Providence in go- 
verning the World, than we doubt of the re- 
crurn of Darkneſs or Light, cach Day or cach 
Night. If the Day it felt were, (as the Hea- 
'thens imagined the Sun to be) a Deity, or God, 
it could not more orderly ariſe ; then during its 
revolution will be viſible here an over-ruling 
Soveraign Power and Wiſdom. And therefore 
as we expecting the goings out of the Morning 
and Evening pertorm, or deſign at leaſt, all the 
acts that our occaſions may require: as we do 
not in the Icaſt queſtion that Sum- 

mer and Winter, ſeed-time and harveſt @©#*-viii. 2. 
will be according to God's Promiſe : 

Though all theſe Seaſons may be ſometimes lon- 
ger or ſhorter, more favourable, or more un- 
kind than otherwhile : As we ſee periods of Life 


and Governments continue : So we ought not 


to doubt but that the things of to Morrow, 
( whether they concern our Bodies or our Souls, 
our Families or our Countrics ) will ſucceed as 
1s appointed: They will not happen, as an un- 
ſteady blind fortune ſhall confuſedly throw them 
rogcther. But as hath from eyerlaſting been de- 
creed by a much wiſer Mind than any we can 
ſubſtitute 1n its place. 


B 
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Some Poets fancy that when Man firſt ſaw 
the Sun, he was mightily pleaſed at the fight of 
ſo glorious an Object, and at its Light ſo charm- 
10g: But that when he beheld the Sun ſetting, 
he tollowed, looking after him as long as was 
pcfhible, and at the diſappearing of the Lighr, 
deſpair'd of day again. Though this be bur a 
fiction, it too truly repreſents the practice of 
too many. The beauty of Order, and the ble(- 
ſings. of Peace are ſo pleaſing and deſirable, that 
ſome Chriſtians can no ſooner ſee them over- 
calt or withdrawn, but they believe them gone 
for ever; andlament, asif they could never be 
reſtored. But as the firſt Man to his unſpeak- 
able Joy ſaw the Sun riling again where he did 
not look for him, and afterwards perceiv'd that 
after darkneſs. he would return; after Eclipſes 
he would Shine out again: So Chriſtians who 


ſubmit their wills to the Will of God, will to. 


their. comfort find that. Joy will come after Sad: 
nels; and that as all the inanimate Beings and 
Creatures move and act according to the ſimple 
Ecernal Laws which God at firſt ſet down: So 
Men, with all-their folly, and Devils with all 
their rage can go no farther than was foreſcen, 
and 1s permitted : are acted. by their own ma- 
lice, yet execute God's decree, and reign bur for 

a fix'd 
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a: fixd-time. Generations ſhall go, and Genera- 
tions ſhall- come, Trouble and Sorrow ſhall be 
very great; diſorder ſhall ſeem to have got the 
full power over the World: But though the 
Earth be never ſo unquict, the Lord ruleth over 
all : And the fiercer and violenter confuſions 
are, the ſooner they waſte themſelves. Storms 
may ariſe ſo furious that young Mariners, who 
never ſaw the like, may imagine Heaven and 
Earth are quite loſt, and nothing be looke for 
but another Chaos. But when He that fits a- 
bove, the Antient of Days, TÞ e Word, Let 
there be Light; there ſhall be Light : Þ&t there be 
Peace, there ſhall be Peace. 

They therefore whole Faith is founded on this 
perſwaſion, are beſt ſecured againſt fears and 
anxictics-about the future: Since they are ſure 
that he who orders the preſent, hath the ſame 
care of that which is to come, and the iame 
power over 1t: 1n which belief they are con- 
firmed, by having been diſappointed '1n former 
amazements: God having by ways unthought 
of by Man, rcſtor'd ſafety, when all humane help 
was deſpair'd of. Therefore they caſt their bur- 
dens upon him, committing their Souls to him 
:1n well doing; not doubting but he who fram'd 


them, will watch oyer- the work of his hands: : 
He. 
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He who preſerved them during their helpleſs in- 
fancy, and heedleſs youth, if they keep in his 
ways, will be merciful to them, when their 
ſtrength fails, and when the dayes come in which 
they have no pleaſure. 

Moreover, God hath fo ordered it, that the 
Day may be ſaid, in an cſpecial manner, to take 
thought tor the things of it ſclf. For the Day 
brings with it a diſpoſition of mind ſuitable to 
its occaſions. Men necd not-diſtract themſelves 
with thoughts of what they ſhall do, if ſuch or 
ſuch-Calamitics betal them: for time and place 
and immediate -diſtreſs, often ſuggeſt properer 
Counſels than any could otherwhile have been 
conceived. Sicknels of it {clf inclines the Spirit 
to a temper fit for that Tryal : it makes it affect 
that privacy and filence which conduce to re- 
covery; and it cauſeth that ſeriouſneſs and ſub- 
miſſiveneſs to advice, which 1s agreeable to the 
dangers-that attend it. So Neceſlity infuſeth in- 
to the Soul that decency of behaviour, that 
watching of fit opportunines, that courtel1e and 
eloquence of Speech, which no pre-meditation 
co furniſh, and proves a kind of Inſpiration. 

Beſides, There is ſo great varicty in the af- 
fairs which any day may produce, that the wiſeſt 
of men cannot foreſee, nor if they could, _ 

they 
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they provide againſt ' the evils thereof: and 
therefore, it 1s obſerv'd, that they miſcarry fre. 
quently in welghty concerns of Peace and War, 
who are ſtrictly tyed up by Commiſſion, and 
may not act as 1s plainly beſt, but as they are 

directed by abſent,, though Wile, Superiours. 
For there are Critical moments, as in diſcaſes, 
ſo, in all concerns of Lite: and the. wiſdom of 
Man confiſts not ſo much in deep' fore-calt, as 
in being watchful and ready to lay hold on the 
preſent advantages. And accordingly: God giycs 
—his blefling, ( not - to. chem: who' by: profound 
thought pretend to * fore-tell' the 'defighs of the 
Eternal Mind; But ) to'them who diligently- 
obſerve and improve the opportumrties his Pro- 
vidence offers. . And theteforeithe Wife arc con- - 
founded in their Plots,»ethe Achitophels: are dil- 
apyointed in their! Colntels, are" fill baffled 
by ſomewhat which with all char.skill they could 
not foreſee: God thereby ſhewing that, not the 
thallow and bounded capacity of- Man ; bur -an + 
infinite Spirit, only, can comprehend what is to - 
come. For our Body 1s contained ina very nar- 
row ſpace, and our Spirit moves 1n a very :nar- 
row ſphere. Tae entrances whereby we admit : 
knowledge are itreighr;; fuired ro our minds, -, 
which cati perceive but by degrees cafe, — | 
a. 
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and imple ; and are overpowered with variety, 
when not leiſurely offered. And therefore as 
our Eyes are very ſerviceable, if their objects 
arc preſented ſucceſſively, and in a.determined 
diſtance ( beyond which all 1s ob{cure and un- 
certain.) So that Spirit which God hath plac'd 
in Man, pcerccives with much clearneſs what it 
conſiders -{tingly, and what nearly concerns 1t : 
But is amazed and in contuſion when 1t graſps 
at many things; eſpecially what regards futu- 
ritics. If-therefore_ Chriſtians will diſtract them- 
ſelves with. the apprehenſions of what may and 
what mayinot happen: if they will extend their 
ſollicirouſnels to after Years, and to what as yet 
lies hid in 1ts:Cauſes; They will be convinc'd in 
time, that their thoughtfulneſs 1ncreaſed their 
Sin, and no--way-. preyented: what they feared : 
and that therefore 1t is; Wiſdom to let the Day 
take thought for the things of it ſelf; and that 
the rather, becauſe as our Saviour urgcth for a 
Second Argument, | 


—_— — 


bf. ufficient for the day is the evil thereof. 


By Evil here 1s mcant, that Vexation and Sor- 
row, which every day may bring upon us: nor 
that, Evil of guilt for which we muſt anſwer, 

ls 


before the KING and QUEEN. 15 


E there any evil in the City and the Lord 
hath not done it? Saith the Prophet 4- 4 «5 
»20s, He doth not mean any Blaſphe- 
my or. Uncleanneſs, any Rapine or Murther : 
Far be it from God to be the Author: of, tho' he 
for a time permits, ſuch Crimes. But the cxecu- 
tion of Vengeance: the Viols of Wrath poured 
out on' Nations in Peſtilence or War, Theſe arc 
appoumted by. that God, who declares 
I makg peace and create evil, I the Lord -*v-7 
Ao.all theſe things. Foralmuch then 
as, the heart of Man: is: on:that Evil iof Sin tor- 
tinually, which God will. certainly viſie with the 
Evi of: : AfHiftion; therefore'as ſure as wicked- 
nels-uncreaſcth,. ſo ſurely will'' Tribulation: -and 
ſar. Diſtreſs. :: (For as God hath:devhared he will 
{end{iit : So Vice ob itsi Nature begets miſery and! 
anginth of | Mind $1 as ac doth" ficknels of Body, 
variance. with' Men; and ' confuſion” in Aﬀairs. 
For thts, cauſe, ſince; we! cannov>Yoreſee - That 
truly: Holy Day in. which no Sin againſt God (hall 
be. committed, and:by - it Ins vengeance provo- 
ked ; who-canpromiſe.himſelt that any dav ſhall 
pals :withour ſome: Viſitation? - 
- The an@entddrathensmagined that every"one 
who entred::olis [Life had a Cup--of- Good and 
Evil minglcd, gwen to him: and that though 
| C _ lome 
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ſme had a a: langet mcaldne. of\ "MC GURP Ry” 
others, VCt NONE elcaped without a Doſe. of Evil; 
cnoug| to cmbitter all cheir; cojoyments.:: Wes 
1 know rontberter Auchoriorithar My# 

oh ki4..3  othat 3s born wf.d moman hath tho a Jhops 
LS» 7+ tinie to live, and is full of | miſery 'and 
that He 4s born to trouble, *as theifparks: 

fo oquraii "And we .omay{'; pitige eby 1 paſtiexpes 
rience, that- -n&{pantidlevtimu? batt cad pats; bar: 
may have 1n 1C vexati0h:tuthcicntrto difroropele 
the quict, and poilonc; the''comforts of ſo frail 
ang pcriſhable. Groatizres) as wo. larc.0 And chire-: 
fate fince we are: ko: woaki and ib dranfnari rand; 
nothing conſunits ouroftrengch imort than ax] 
qus,,.carc for the future: iIt+ 1s yer unadviledly: 
daac of vs: do-anticiþats; our i Sbrrows}!::Which! 


walk ar dnought! 18: their: Proper 1tibit.! 


They, who/nwſt Urinkupa very nabfcous porion;; 


are.nor_counſel'd to-taſte of ir: afteni beforehand; 
and be diſgeſtedcat many. parts'of.. that draaght 
which, they; need but, onke: take; 'and but! once 
know «s offenſiyenchs. 3/Thertfore, as: we: ieftecny/ 
them very. .indiſcrect, ,who.; having. plenty 'for 
many years, Waſte alk.they..have;un one riotous, 
cnfartauumenth 0n:awW: monicembiy:volupmuoul- 
ne6.: ($0, We; may Jook-on rherh as!extremety win 
happy, who hayang allotted them a-pyruod:of 
«101 trouble 


| 
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xounle!anrthus Waorlk which iscrorbetalegnty; 
Hegrecs; and ab deverabtimeso difough! Fdars ai 
.J&atouſges'and ofcr: inquifttyencts/ bring all cheir 
Eyil on thethlclves at once, and are over-whelm- 

£4 with,,a burden; which:divided\mighe have 
becn' calily ſupported, 1; 1 by much thinking/arnti 
repining betoxehand; ithe'! forrow- that' is {3red 

may, be preyented::/ af by taking : the cares thit 
bclong tothe, Marrow an-this Day; they ate end- 
dz, 'then,, loteiaſacis for the future wilt 'Þe 
4ingular Prjadonce; ,; But (faith) &.»Chyſo/ldine'?) it 
You. are,never ſo thoughtful! for : the - Morrow, 
you jmplt_neyerchele(s | bear ts; xveight; when: ir 
4J33d.0P x6; dhd dave: alſo. che grief of having 
207e.18, 18-Vaine Why: then. do! you'ſo &rcctlily 

gain: ſo great alols? Why. do: you give” way to 
Fears, which, like: uptibicly:.prevemive iPhyſick, 
Jakes, you; a&uallz/al, leaft ix imay bo hdrvaſter 
Fay thould, bg 16? bBc coated wich-whit is 
Brelgns, Jaid, on you; !thatis cnough for a Crea- 
will A9blg bere-tilldamotbow::r! Wi know'thar 
Absrs..is1ng ſort. of afftictios which-befalketh one 
AN, but. may, befal ; anather :: \None have any 
FxcAMPHOB, ; privilege 1. or ! prerogative, whereby 
ahex.ar keyed, agaialt Sickneots> However paih- 
tul.ox; laaghſome\ eo In their pu 
2 ONS 
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ſons or relations, or the ſanders or violence. of 
wicked Men: No one:knows but he may be the 


———— 


Heb. is.27. For #t 25 appbinited for all men to die, 
| | and no one:can tell 'how foon. Bur 
haw few in health diſquice-thermiſedves' wich the 
apprehenſions of what 15/moſt':certain-: and how 
wretched would they be who ſhould go abour 
{criouſly to ; provide: againſt all ' the caftiatries of 
Life ?- will they 'not: be: diſtraQted,' who! ſhould 


Friends, good Name or Life 2 - And-yct-weknow 
almoſt all fort of Afﬀiictions felk upon righteous 
70h 1n one day: in: perfe&tion! ''' The ' Subear, 
 Chaldean-and: the Devil, ſciz'd: upon and deſtroy- 
£d his Flocks.and his Herds: his Sens 'and his 
_ -Daughters: and he had only:time bereween, to 
hear diſtinly his Lofes; and then tobe' fmitten 
with Sores from: head- to: foot: aridto have allthis 
Sufferings inflam'd by nuferable Comforters. Who 
-mlike manner? And! yet {tarce)aiiy-areiſounwife 

| . astotorinentthemfelves with-the dread of the like. 
«190 S.;: Zames | reproves- them who ſay to 
Je in,14 Morrow- We wilt''go- into fuch" a'City 
——_ and: buy and fell and get' gain; whereas 
Je 


next objet'of pity by ſudden death.:. 


fear all the Evil they ſee or hear-ovettakes others 
unexpectedly: as. loſs of Limbs, Senſes, Eſtates, . 


:15 infured that he hall nor bd oppreſſed:or viſited | 
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ys! fews not what-ifba” bY" on” vhe" mtwois 7 For 
har i3- your 'Life ?-"'It i8'#ven' a'Vapour," that 'af- 
peareth for a little time;' arid then waniſheth away. 
If then we eught-not to 'pttſume'on the morrow 
for ithe contingent enjoyment of what we believe: 
profitable; ' nenher -ought'wel to prefumne'on- it: 
for a: contingent- evil: ' 'Avit is ſinful'to 1mitare. 
the rich man in the Goſpeh; in pro- 
mifing-our (clyes long ao livelandiens nn xiL1e. 
joy. the Goods that -ar@ laid" up for imany tt 1+ 13 

'Fears;- fince the following! Night, 6t ſooncr, our: 
Souls may be taken from' us: - So 1t 1s finful for 
any. ſ@ :to- concern - thetaſeves+ for -what diſtreſs. 
God may bring upon:themy agner thankfully to 
uſe''what' they arc'in poſfeſfion: 66, 'and-+bleſs his 
holy ' Name tor: its continuance. - We are notin- 
deed! ro--put off the'evil "day, aid Aatrer' our 
felves that to harm''can-fall: ors us: 'We are not. 
co: promile* our. ſelyes'peace, while i God gives 
figns of his-near 'approachin I Buc 
yet: Wwe are i{tH} 16''be mindfa ; 'thart God 15 the 


ſame; and that weſin; by fancying that the Sons 
of Anak'areimancble; or by'diſtruſting that He 
can 'feed us- m the Wilderneſs ;-no leſs than we 
ſm by farfeiting- irv it of Manna.” For 
Mi whatſocver the Lord ' appoints 2/4 ener: 
(hall bc. in | Heaven and" Earth, 'and im  ©* 


the. 
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the Sear:ond; aliigeep placeys. Megxpctts: we dioul 
00 Woat HergQipmands gnd+ leave ilcgrer: x ws 
to: Him: He lever be-truſted'; and; we moſt 
|fiectually 1ngage-hinte; watch! oycr.us;. when, 
having fdonerwhas lies: 41 our powers: we crivinely 
t#<grmdind the Bens; [40 Hem firmly; behey- 
33g that it: 1s; beſtzfar. us: tot, to; know: whatever 
He pleaſcth.to cenggal-fromius;. hor, ſince cvety 
day: may bg; ungopeeivebly:.truirtt)! of >Galamy 
ties, which Roolepeleetags etbur\foreboding, are 
higbly::aggravartd;;- 16-15:c0topafhion. in} God: to 
kecp hid trem-us what-wp are'to undergoy;.aud 
cann9s axon. : Oag08) the Angien Jan; That 
be wholallomg:agaypſbacoasſufiicientza orgy 
throy' tle great Enjpires,: gayc too largertimne, 
and much are than was. neceſlary.:Inas miagh 
AS04193 Hows. pay Manutts, often detcrinuic 
the bappigeels:of Nations;3,a0d: as-ffran flight all 
vety dourempnhle beganings,! grieygiliratviſians 
have ariſen; '{ out (of the ;Brambles hath:fire 
rok Ghas hachignion ddheCtgaryoi Lebanon; 
and thers:;hathbeen; bye] a: moment beeween ale 
þtc; and death. of' che greateſts: hetween\Adora- 
c10n:; and: Qbliyion. -Sacg/then God doth nat 

give man ,RoWgrictO £cy2yQ: then Eval thatirnay 
befall him, ;at_,he,could forcke #3 we ought to 
" ' bleſs him for ficting\ 1s 10..þcar-cagh day's afflicti- 


ON 
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all. it rfuſt þe-unc Pirronc,, any: do ſearch 
into Hls bndray and. axteypr to know-Futuri- 
tics. their tim becomes that. iyhmenc.. They 
vb © Altrologers: and DOES ar arc ejtlige 
de wo ar of alle, or, ill- rung d-hopcs, or arc 
Se ve with F Re of 3b C imiſcrics, which 
7, have NOT, > ' on. - i | 
bas arg $919. rio rae 
Saul at; 2k Nha, Was. 6 pl in the Y b 
of all the eyil. he d, ang! FT c guile of his 
Xe <pall. aid OR full Net \FOW ledg bt 
bus Gi dogm.., Ne clieny "har. WE. arc 
called to, kaviig: wy Te Af airs with Wil: \ 
dome, qhat 15, ol OKC, AR d-with opd dncls that 


=. FT Tor rt Locale our 
93 fe Mel af A [ab y A lohg 


_ Fil . QUY.A a IONS T, pgs noe foreſeen, 
wh ke) bitter. 98, preſent $9 ts, Mote- 
of, a5, cx know. w REY T they may be 


Y. ok 4 Fhat; cach, day's 
Ts BY, Eon Ui Rt i tlic ot 
| 


It 2p Tyigh NBCrS, A Rich cal 
hens Ps Nos 9 We, firgan ut- 


N51 \' th ' wa 1 : 
TO po p pai Oey 
tray 
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may be allow'd"'ts'be thoughtful” of Jadgmicnts 
that may be 'pour'd out on us; that by the ap- 
rehenſion of them, we may 'be more livclily 


irt'd up to glorife, the Mercy which "ſuſpends 
them; and may, a 0; by a'holy' life, Fo: love Gi 
co continue the” bleſf ns we. enjoy, inſtead of 


povetag Him by our diſtttiſtful* choughts"t 

aſten the calamitjes F fftiay FR i. Burt if 
any ofher* acone "take. kt for the 
Morrow, we tday: jultly fear”'a en like that 
which God tmade 'ro Abaziah, "by thc'Ptopher 
flij Pr ae it t"becat! ag #\ tot 4 


2 Kings 3. God fin jrae ael," [ihe FN ire, of 
She fire yd 0 nor 
becaulec ery is Js God in the World,” thar-yo 


are ſo ſollicitqus for whit fall h NE Fo Ice 

becauſe God | hath 4bandon'd che bh, he 
cake'His place?” Or,” Yecnife hit y wat We 
Employment, therefore You overload Tc prctent 
day with the fu rather ry troubles _=_ 

5? Ratlict behie Gy as AS & was 1 
mn ce before you'wa RAT FT nor'dye 
er you; Caſt the batden of ro" Morrow upoty 
Him, who only cal, arid Li take Care of it 4 
Four: An 1d. 1n Top FX eater ſemble Jpy *che 

Gothic, tes, who ne” 0 of. ara Carn 
cd Manna Nh for each day, as Evra; 
manded, 


# before the KING and QUEEN. 2 ; 


manded, not doubting but they ſhould, as was 
promiſed, find it there the next. Not but that the 
Scripture requires diligence, in ſubordination to 
God's Sovereign care; and incourageth the indu- 
{trious Hand and provident Mind. For Joſeph 
laid up ſtores in the City of Egypt a- 

gainſt the years. of famine: and the &%* xi. 
Diſciples hearing-of the dearth that 

ſhould be in'the Warld, :did not foin- 4x 22 
terpret Chriſt's | doEtrine, as not to 

think themſelves bound to ſend relief to the 
Saints or Brethren at Jeruſalem. But too often, 
as riches increaſe, the heart is more ſet upon them, 
and leſs upon the Living God: And it is hard 
to perſwade the wealthy, that 7he Life 

of a man conſiſts not in the abundance £* xi. 15. 
of what - he paſelſerh Therefore they 

provide as it they ſhould hve for ever: although 
they ſee how little truly ſfufficeth, and know not 
how ſoon far les may. 

If therefore Chriſtians were fully convinc'd,That 
their Lives. would not laſt tor eyer; and if they 
believed That an. endleſs ſtate is to follow, they 
would proportion their thoughts to their In- 
tereſts: a' temporary -, concern ſhould have a 
tranſitory Care; and an Eternal concern ſhould 
have their conſtant Care. ; 
D And 
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And thereforethey would' be mindful - of the 
Preſent: For though we are forbid to take 
thought tor the Morrow, we arc not forbid to 
take thought for the- immediate Day, Ar: firſt 
_ view this-may {cem too narrow a compals'for the 

large 'and a&tive Spirit off Man. Burt if it be 
{criouſly conſidered, 1t-will appear,. That as the: 
Ev1l, ſo the-Duty  of-the Day 1s ſufficient for it. 
For who is there that 'can -ſay;'as in the -preſence 
of God, that' He hath, during that ' ſhox -fpace, 
ordered a-right ' his Thoughts, his. Words,. and 
his Deeds? Who hath not offended -in ſo - few- 
hours If an ancient -Chriſtian found 

Swat. tz, 1t hard to-ptattife' one | ſhort leſſon: 
C. 23; that was read to him, out of the: Pſal. 
39.1- I ſaid, I will take heed to my ways, 

that I offend 'not with-niy tongue. It he was along 
eime before he could fulfil ' that Precept; Surely 
then the guiding well the Lips and the Heart and 
its Imaginations, that are ſet on Evil, will not 
be an' cafic task: to perform, though but tor: fo 
ſhore a time. Our Saviour Teproach'd - his 'Dif- 
ciples that they could not watch with him- one 
hour :- and even, one hour well watch'd, the 
Eleventh hour ſpent 1n God's Vineyard; will noe 
be without a-reward: The penitent - Thief ' who 
employed well the laſt Moments of, ſi 
| rather 
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rather than, Life, was that day with Chriſt in 
Paradiſe. For God regards the ſincerity of Con- 
verſion and Perſeverance after it,. and not only 
the length of time wherein he 15 ſervd. And 
therefore they are ſure to © be blefled, who arc 
faithful One Day it it be their Laſt. A Heathen 
could cry out, that One Day led according 
to the Precepts of Wiſdom, was to be pre- 
fer'd . before a {inning Immortality. How high- 
ly then ought Chriſtians to value and employ 
well One, the Preſent, Day, which ſhall be re- 
warded with a holy and happy Immortality. 
And if after humble Adoration of God, and prai- 
ſing Him who brings them to the beginning of 
another day, ( which they could not promiſe 
themſelves,) they. ſeriouſly reſolv'd by the aflit- 
ance of His Grace religiouſly-to ſerye Him that 
day in their. Vocations; and 1f in the Evening 
they examin'd themliclves how they had paſt thar 
day, (which may be their Jaſt,) and found they 


2 had walk'd before God in His tear, and as look- 


ing to give an account to Him of their decds ; 
with what comfort might they lay down their 
heads cach night, and wiſh they might wake in 
Eternity? But when they review but one day's 
actions, too many will find much caule of ſhame 


- and grief; .. be conteſt, and much 


2 pardon 
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rardon-t to. be a$K'd. And Yet, through God's 
bleifing on this* their inqunry, as they would bc 
more Strict in their Lives, Faithful in their Cal- 
Iings, Charitable in their Cenſures, and Regular 
in their Devotions: ſo they would find that they 
bad Iittle time to ſpare for unneceſſary Thoughts 
of the Morrow. Nay, they would then be con- 
vinc'd, That this World, in which our ſtay is ſo 
doubttul, and fo full of diſappointments, (whoſe 
joys arc ſo falſe and fo ſhort; and whoſe forrows 
{o true and fo laſting) is not worth their utmoſt 
fertouſeſt concern for 1t; and no way deſcrves 
their being mighty follicnous for what fhall bc- 
fall them in 1t: And-'therefore they would, as 
Travellers, look tranſiently on what paſt here: 
having their hearts ſet chiefly on their Country 
which is above, and on that bleſſed ſtate of Glory 
that hereafter ſhall be revealed: *Since then, we 
know that we dwell in Tabetnackes of Clay, car- 
rying 1n our Bodies the Sentence of God, and 11a- 
ble to all the Evils that any day hath brought 
on any diſtreſſed - Perſon, Family; or + Nation; 
Whar 1s it that they who pretend'ſo much to be 
concern'd forthe future, ought to mind, but that 
Future. which ſhall never end; atid+to: provide 
what will ſurvive the great &vil'day? All the 
- «god things of this Life, howeycr eagerly ſought, 
hardly 


- 
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hardly obtain'd, and carctully kept here, muſt be 
left behind : Onely our good Works; Onely the 
Fruits of Faith in God, and Contormity to the 
bleſſed Jelus ; Onely our Charity and participa- 
tion of the Divine Nature, will accompany us to, 
and be of-uſe at, the Tribunal of Chriit. Hear 
we then our Lord teaching us, while 7t is called to 
day, to: ſeek the Kingdom otGod, and His Righ- 
tcouſneſs: and to look on this Lite only as a por- 
tion of Time aſſign'd us to work out in it our Eter- 
nal Salvation. And it mindtul of this happy end 
of a Chriſtian Race, we are ſober and jult, hum- 
ble and heavenly-minded; it we conitantly do 
cach day the duty of the day, as it at night we 
were to anl{wer for 1t; and hve each day as not 
knowing that any more may be allow'd us; but 
in it our Lord may come upon us; We ſhall 
then with mighty aſlurance, (though the Earth 
be never ſo unquiet, and the Powers of it trem- 
ble,) commut to God's guidance our Bodies, Souls, 
and Spirits, our Country, and His Church; and 
ſhall find that Godwili 2overn all ro His Glory, 
and for our Everlaſtins *i!vation. To Him Fa- 


ther, Son and Holy Cn, Tarce Perſons, and © 
One God, be Glory ard -ionour for ever, Amen. 
H 
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